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My concern is that the cost is going

to run out of control. That is why this
amendment would place a cap on the
amount of taxpayer funds that can be
spent on that analysis of $1 million,
which is twice what CBO says should
be spent on this bill.

Now, it is interesting how the other
side has done a quick pivot. They said,
oh, this bill is not going to cost much
money. It is only $500,000, and it is well
worth it. But then when we have chal-
lenged that figure and said, all right,
we will accept double the amount of
CBO, but we think it is going to cost
more, let us at least be sure that we
limit it, they come around and say, oh,
no, no, no. We cannot limit it because
it may cost more.

Well, one of my colleagues said, what
is good for the goose is good for the
gander. Either it is going to cost
$500,000 or under a million or it is going
to cost more. And if it is going to cost
more, I think it is going to be wasteful.

I tried to pursue a minute ago with
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
RYAN) the idea that maybe we put the
cap of a million dollars simply on the
regulatory analysis and not on the cor-
porate welfare side. But then the re-
sponse was back that he did not want
any cap at all.

Well, I want a cap for one reason. I
want to protect the taxpayers from
having their money wasted on analysis
for no purpose.

This amendment is important to do
now in this bill. We were told, let us
work out another piece of legislation.
Let us develop a relationship. We will
talk about it in committee. We will
talk about it after the bill passes.

Well, the leadership of our com-
mittee, which is controlled by the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) and
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
MCINTOSH), have not given us a hearing
on this. Mr. MCINTOSH said, oh, we can-
not do this. We have not had a hearing.
They are not willing to call a hearing
on this idea of corporate welfare. We
have had no hearings on the issue.

We were told when we had the man-
dates bill, we said, well, if you are
going to mandate and require a sepa-
rate vote in the House before there is a
mandate, let us do that when it comes
to protection of the environment. We
were told, well, that is something that
should be in another piece of legisla-
tion.

This amendment belongs in this bill.
It would add balance to the bill. The
bill as written requires analysis of the
costs of Federal programs to regulated
entities. The amendment would require
OMB to also look at the benefits of
Federal programs to corporations
through various types of what we
would call corporate welfare.

Each year the Federal Government
gives out billions in subsidies to suc-
cessful businesses in the form of pref-
erential tax treatment, subsidized
loans, grants, and the use of Federal
land, assets and facilities at below-
market costs.

Many might think that a Congress
that has worked so hard to take people
off welfare might also try to force suc-
cessful corporations off welfare as well.
But just the opposite is true.

Let us understand what is going on
here. Last week this House, on a par-
tisan vote, passed H.R. 2488. I consider
it an irresponsible tax bill that does
nothing to ensure the long-term sol-
vency of Medicare and Social Security.

What it does do is disproportionately
provide its tax benefits to the wealthy,
to corporations, to businesses, not to
ordinary people who pay taxes.

This tax bill was passed largely on
party lines. It contains almost a hun-
dred billion dollars in new direct tax
breaks to businesses.

Now, many might want to keep this
information secret about these tax
breaks. But I think the public has a
right to know who we are giving our
money to.

The Congressional Research Service
has determined that there is not a
comprehensive list of subsidized indus-
tries. We do not know where all the
Federal tax breaks are going to busi-
nesses. We do not know where all the
grants and the other indirect subsidies
are going.

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the
gentleman from California (Mr. WAX-
MAN) has expired.

(By unanimous consent, Mr. WAXMAN
was allowed to proceed for 2 additional
minutes.)

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, we
know if the Hoeffel-Kucinich-Visclosky
amendment were adopted it would cure
this problem by requiring each year
the Office of Management and Budget
to identify Federal subsidies and dis-
close the costs and benefits of these
subsidies.

Mr. Chairman, if the intent of this
bill is to provide more information to
the American people about the rela-
tionship between regulated entities and
the Federal Government, this amend-
ment will very much help accomplish
that goal. There is no reason the Amer-
ican people should not be informed
about how their tax dollars are being
used to subsidize corporations.

I have heard this argument, what if
the person or entity getting a subsidy
is an individual business, therefore,
you are going to presumably invade
their privacy or make it too difficult to
understand where the money by way of
corporate subsidies actually goes?

Well, that is a sham. These corporate
entities can be stated in the aggregate.
They are topics. It is not a doctor’s of-
fice. It is how much doctors get. It is
not a subsidy to one corporation. It can
be corporations in a particular enter-
prise. And in that way we will know
how much of a benefit is being placed
on these corporations when we ask
them to clean up the environment and
protect public health, when we ask
them to come in and make sure their
drugs are safe and effective and to get
approved by the FDA.

We also ought to know, on the other
hand, whether we give them subsidies

that help them deal with that burden,
as we do so often to corporations that
take advantage of special tax breaks
and special grants and special pref-
erential treatments in the use of Fed-
eral assets.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
HOEFFEL).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to House
Resolution 258, further proceedings on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
HOEFFEL) will be postponed.

Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.
Accordingly, the Committee rose;

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
RYAN of Wisconsin) having assumed the
chair, Mr. LAHOOD, Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 1074) to provide
Governmentwide accounting of regu-
latory costs and benefits, and for other
purposes, had come to no resolution
thereon.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6 p.m.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 45 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6 p.m.

f

b 1801

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin) at 6
o’clock and 1 minute p.m.

f

REGULATORY RIGHT-TO-KNOW ACT
OF 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 258 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 1074.

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved
itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
1074) to provide Governmentwide ac-
counting of regulatory costs and bene-
fits, and for other purposes, with Mr.
LAHOOD in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole House rose earlier
today, a demand for a recorded vote on
amendment No. 1 printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD by the gentleman
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